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Basis of Report  
This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) with reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with St 
Helens Borough Council (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been appointed by the Client 
to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and 
opinions in this document for any purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be 
granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party have executed a reliance 
agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by 
SLR, and/or information supplied by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data 
have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all Figures, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, 
calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of 
appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client 
is advised to seek clarification on any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the 
context of the whole document and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only 
be used within the context of the appointment.
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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 Project Background   
In September 2024 SLR Consulting Ltd was commissioned by St Helens Borough Council ���K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U���µ�W�K�H���&�O�L�H�Q�W�¶�� 
to produce a Heritage Appraisal, informing the masterplan for a proposed scheme of a residential development 
on land to the south of Sutton, St. Helens, centred at NGR SJ 53760 92181 (�K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U���µthe Site�¶) (Figure 1 ).  

The Site consists of an irregularly shaped collection of enclosed land parcels, encompassing a mix of agricultural 
land (both arable and pastoral), scattered woodland, and trackways. It is bounded to the north by Bold Road 
(B5204), to the southeast by Gorsey Lane, to the southwest by the village of Clockface, and to the northwest by 
the Reginald Road Industrial Estate. 

This assessment has been prepared in compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2024), 
St Helens Borough Local Plan Up To 2037 (adopted July 2022), Historic England guidance, and with full regard 
to the ethical standards of the Institute for Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) and the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists (CIfA).  

�7�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���E�\���/�D�X�U�H�Q���2�¶�7�R�R�O�H�����6�H�Q�L�R�U���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���&�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�W����
MSc., ACIfA. The assessment was signed off by Dr Emma J. Wells, Technical Director and Head of Historic 
Buildings (MCIfA, FSA). 
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2.0  Site Description and Overview   

2.1 Site Description  
The Site encompasses multiple land parcels, covering approximately 133 hectares (ha) (broadly characterised in 
Photos 1 �± 6 and Appendix C ). While the overall shape of the Site is irregular due to its size and the number of 
parcels, the fields within it are generally large and regularly shaped. These fields are the result of the 20th-
century amalgamation of smaller, post-enclosure (early 19th-century) field systems. The northern and central 
areas of the Site predominantly consist of arable land, while the southern area is mainly pastoral. In the northern 
part of the Site, fields are typically separated by ditched boundaries, featuring occasional vegetation, mature 
trees, and agricultural trackways. In contrast, fields in the southern part of the Site are more commonly enclosed 
by ditched hedgerows, which also incorporate mature trees. 

A Public Right of Way (PRoW) bisects the Site from the north at Bold Road, aligning in a first southerly and 
eventually south-westerly direction to join with Tunstall Way in the village of Clockface, which has the effect of 
separating the Site into eastern and western halves. A further bridleway bisects the Site from Abbotsfield Road 
to the northwest, joining with Gorsey Lane to the southeast adjacent to Abbotsfield Farm. A number of small 
hollows are located site-wide, some of which have overgrown in time with informal thickets of trees and bracken. 
These can also be seen within the LiDAR data and most likely represent historical mineral extraction for local 
use. 

To the north the Site is bounded by Bold Road/Traver�V�¶ Entry (B5204) and beyond which �D�U�H���E�X�L�O�G�H�U�¶�V��
merchants, 20th-century residential development and part of Bold Moss Park. To the east and south east are 
Neills Road and Gorsey Lane, working and former farmsteads, further agricultural land and Clock Face Country 
Park (the former Clock Face Colliery). To the southwest the Site abuts the eastern extent of the 20th century 
residential suburbs of Clockface. To the west of the Site is Reginald Road Industrial Estate and the former route 
of �W�K�H���6�W�����+�H�O�H�Q�¶�V���5�D�L�O�Z�D�\, which is today a wooded area intersected by public footpaths.  

The wider landscape comprises the denser urban grain of St. Helens, c.2km to the north of the Site, Sutton 
Leach and Marshalls Cross to the west, and agricultural land and managed woodland forming parts of Bold 
Forest Park to the east and south. The M62 motorway is located c.680m to the south of the southern tip of the 
Site.  

2.2 Geology and Topography  
The Site is underlain by sandstone bedrocks of the Kinnerton and Chester (pebbly) formations, along with a 
mudstone and sandstone conglomerate of the Etruria Formation (British Geological Survey Data 2024). 
Superficial deposits of glacial till are recorded across the whole Site (ibid. 2024). Soils across the whole Site are 
recorded as slowly permeable, seasonally wet, base-rich loams and clays. Such soils have a moderate fertility 
rating, however have some impeded drainage, and would have been naturally conducive to wet pastures and 
woodlands. This impeded drainage was noted, particularly across the northern part of the Site, which was very 
wet underfoot, with frequent standing water and commonly �µ�P�R�V�V�\�¶���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�Q-arable parts of Site.  

Some borehole data was available from within the southern part of the Site, however these explorations were 
related to deeply stratified coal identification by Sutton Colliery and therefore there was no recorded data which 
was relevant to the determination of archaeological potential within the Site (British Geological Survey Data 
2024).  

The �6�L�W�H�¶�V���W�R�S�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���L�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q��Plate 1 . The highest elevational point within the Site is within its far west 
near to Clock Face. at c.52m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). From here, the landscape slopes gently 
southwards towards Gorsey Lane (c.49m aOD), beyond which is an island of higher ground which represents 
the restored brownfield area of the former Clock Face Colliery. Within the Site, the landscape continues to slope 
in a northeasterly direction towards Bold Road/Travers�¶ Entry, towards a lowest elevation point of c.34m aOD at 
the northern Site extent. From there the landscape continues to gently slope northwards towards the floodplains 
of the historic route of the Sankey Brook, c.2km from the Site. The sinuous nature of the PRoW within the Site 
follows the route of a small stream which winds through its centre and likely springs from somewhere close to 
the higher ground within the west of the Site. This stream also functioned historically as the municipal boundary 
between the townships of Sutton and Bold.   
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Photo 1: View from southwestern edge of the Site looking northeast towards Frenchfields Crescent and Clock Face 
Country Park 

 

Photo 2: Looking northwards across paddocks within the southwestern part of the Site 

 


























































































