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Upcoming training announcements 

Early Talk Boost Training 

 
22nd January 2026, delivered in St Helens school 

Boost Children’s Communication Skills with Early Talk Boost! 

Are you looking for practical ways to support children with delayed language development? 

 Early Talk Boost is a targeted intervention designed for 3–4-year-olds to help close the gap in 

speech, language, and 

communication skills. 

Evidence-based programme 

Fun, interactive sessions 

Builds confidence in speaking and listening 

 

Give your children the best start by helping them thrive in conversations and learning. 

Join us and make every talk count! 

Contact us today to find out more or book your training session. 

 

EYHUB@sthelens.gov.uk 

 

mailto:EYHUB@sthelens.gov.uk
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/EarlyYearsHub
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The Potty Training Guide 

 

 
 

The new, Government-backed guide to when and how to 
potty train your child 

 
View the guide  

Download the guide  
Across the country, 1 in 4 children are not toilet trained when they start Reception. This means 
children begin their education without the independence they need and places extra pressures on 
schools.     
  
Following requests from schools, nurseries and local authorities across the country, we’re 
delighted to launch the brand-new Potty Training Guide.    
Read the Potty Training Guide  
 
The free Potty Training Guide has been developed by the early years sector and offers clear, 
research-based guidance around when and how to potty train. Evidence shows that the best time 
to stop using nappies for bowel and bladder health is between 18-30 months, and the Guide will 
support schools and early years settings in working with parents to help children achieve this.      
  
The Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson and Health Secretary Wes Streeting both today 
welcomed the new advice. Government guidance on potty training for settings is also being 
updated today to align to the Potty Training Guide, ensuring one clear set of messages for 
parents, schools, nurseries and childminders. This follows the Government’s backing of a new 
agreed definition of school readiness with the launch of the Starting Reception website  earlier this 
year, linked to their Best Start in Life strategy.     
   

Using and promoting the Potty-Training Guide   
The Guide is designed to be a one-stop-shop for the best advice on toilet training.  Please help us 
to share it widely.    
  
You can:   

• Add your own logo to the front cover of the Potty Training Guide   
• Host the Guide on your website, or link to the Potty Training Guide website   
• Adopt the Guide as your own guidance if appropriate   

https://startingreception.co.uk/potty-training/#introduction
https://startingreception.co.uk/potty-training/
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3lqW2T7CwX6HT8XhN59lN5gzcml3VCQS51563R5JW2mSt1F2mQ5QlW7GgBm36X6S3HVWxbp466qFbJW4QP-436zW-Q2W7cmGRn3lRD6rW4myPbH1zj2y7W63vNK52jNmL8W8p14HR46RBfXN1wWkyckk8ylW78q_pv1XLRN2W6VqCG98Y2zdPW8DzKSJ1fgkSkW33t4jp1fjSw_W2YJRgy52yZmZW8K44lx7jV9BtW6WPjz533cxFmW7x9brt51zZXbVDg3Ff7c8KfNW5Q3jJV6nDqfbN8zDd4FHZ81vW1R-_GM6KJ2swf1LPl5P04
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3nRW3nG4cn4p41C4W3sffC35qwZmsVydY3688D5FrW7ycL2r7RRhFVW1SDpJC44-MsWW51xbx66TNy__W4m7wpF7DwsQ1W3-Tx0l3qgsncW2b5FKy2H-V7hW1wnwpk7fjdktV8C7ql1ttN4dVPlQKS7z4hZDN5qjwxZFMybZN4BG7zCndFw9W6_Pm-p5fmFyNW4Fp6Tx3dhLdZV_rjvR1tsv5GW5v1gQf4Ft25jN9frlQmSPRV9W5GQzvl19BvXWW87ksCf31lThyW3d5KcF4GrVQmW7Tp4f03Xb8n_W42z7hc5153DQf3sqSkK04
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3ptN4fr1TlLwzhCW2Qdh2Z1363h1W5P04c394y1rtW1Fsc6K27312WW88L4zk3sHQWVW4cFylk8s63_TN2Tm9dpz6zq2W3mYDfR5knqxdN6hcgX2Y979DW3SffV73_wg43W47Hp3d4H4JHrW55sv2h4MJYFTW8lKDQs2dmNrKW4167h86CK7GMW4zPX6C31rnM2M-lNx4Cmz_QW8XKsQb8NSjj-W4vqY4D2D7RqjW2DB-q21jTz9CW5YtbVq82s8ksW9b67X18sv6MMW6-G6Xn4fRx28Vc3YRF4WDGpgW4vwf6h2R88Sff1jx8ln04
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https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3pKW4gYW9057ZnVhW6wy8858ZltxtV_GsVS3bWKwFW5thVQn3WFqM7W79CKPj2f92sDW8s43x_2vTTk_W242ckR5PK4_dW5g4gq414BS6FW4p_Wcv1XtdD3VP2LGz3tn5GZN675rR5T49gNW3qb9-68q7wwMW41-mH582_4VkW7cv6g73d33BVW1S0XQg13WHvGN71vb05CrY0yW838nwZ3VlQ7_W6-LDz97sbNhkW5P6zHQ5VM-jRW6F6sDH2JYNYQW842HQ18xwQvHN5J3FGS3TWyMN1GHgvPXsd-nW7wh1xh1q41HWf4W1Mfb04


 
• Share the Guide with schools, nurseries, childminders and early years professionals across 

your area   
• Tell colleagues about the Guide, including those from education, health and social care 

teams   
• Promote the Guide directly to families – online and face-to-face   
• Use the Potty Training Guide Communications Toolkit created specifically for Local 

Authorities and Local Authority Services, to help spread the word. It contains key 
messages, a press release, template emails and editable social media assets.    

Stay in touch   
Please let us know how you are using the Potty Training Guide and email us if you’d be happy for 
us to create a case study about your work.   
 
 

 

 

 
 

Starting Reception now available in more languages!    
 

Learning to use the toilet independently is just one of the life skills we know children need to have 
when they start Reception. See the Starting Reception definition for a comprehensive list of 

skills. Following recent feedback, Starting Reception is now available in Polish and Ukrainian as 
well 10 other languages! 

 
 

Family Hub Navigators are working within St. Helens and we would like to share how they can 
support the children and families within your setting. 

Family Hubs are designed to offer a welcoming, accessible point of contact for families with 
children of all ages. Our Navigators will connect families with the right advice, guidance, and 

services to help them thrive. 
The support available through the Family Hub includes: 

· Parenting support and guidance – including help with sleep routines, managing challenging 
behaviours, and child development. 

· Speech and language support – advice and signposting to services that can strengthen 
children’s communication skills. 

· Family support and wellbeing – offering early help, emotional support, and connections to local 
services. 

· Volunteering and community opportunities – enabling parents and carers to build confidence, 
skills, and local networks. 

 
· Practical advice and signposting – for a wide range of issues affecting family life. 

Our aim is to work alongside all settings to ensure that every child has the best start in life. We 
know that childcare settings are often the first-place families turn to for support, and we want to 
complement the fantastic work you already do by providing additional resources and guidance. 

https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-Tv3lYM-W8wLKSR6lZ3npW2jTqzK9dW0pHW5m6l9F2W7VH3W5Z9krg3Sw5gXVJ8DRY7RpkNQW79GtT38tFQS4W63dcrC4lMHM4W6ksRw1286tt0W6CVf631hWqH_W1YKJlJ75tCK3W5PdVvH2D3zY7W8bTQh05yDVvZW5gxlvw1MLRs7W8yCZYm5gSlfQW2XSTwj87wHd5W11sscw7DW-GxVgVwJM288XRNW8Mc-y69lvvs7W8Pg5qR8HfgQ1W3hr1bN2-_CBRN61n2v1L6MgZW65RF0n2cCP1kW517B7467tc6MW1yq-6B6pMNxSW5Bc01y563jH5W1F4qHm3qz8RhN6GH6rk5Mrx1W36pJ7M1sLYv1N8ZMF94gRkVSf6kYTVz04
mailto:contact@startingreception.co.uk
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3kSW5jKkSP1sMks9W7jh92g22zvn9W5lfhGD69Gbf9W8jyscd6jLJ85W336fVT4z1mysW45QKrV47xWK-W521wRd401D7pVhWPxG7j-t0WW3KdQQw3_wYdnW1DR83T5l50pQW2cgY6S6LL1yKW7PlB_K1Tp-K6W5wfKKd2Zd9vZW6VHpWp5wps3-W89P7wz370kPfN3R9CM7l_K6wV_l2FD7G_qhkVGfSZv1K-K5_N8KCZZ1bmGnzVwm9hF1t55RjW5fk5wN6-lXCNW4xD2088sDbXxF4M2BYtvx_RW43rYcK7nRlGXd9XCc604
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3lVVmFm-81BMdqmW3gB5Dz7k-qSgW5PhYQs7j8H7wW4zH55p1P21K8W1Qc0mh2_ZNC6W9kX-kB2kkP-GW28t84R25VbsyW3BnWvN8GCZF1W63Q4xT8Ml8N2VsxWzS32Hd2BW1bBChp2Rccy1VC6F084ttWvwW4zYgT42HYXcKW60YT_K2nRGCXW1QSF_c3Mtq0bW3rKzDw7zV7hZN3TMKP4T6VntW5qcqVT1VckpfW14RdF08Nz5XSW9bPgyy8XDZ7nW7PD9X27fyWMGW5YwGGR3N675bW1dCZN219vN5jW6hYXyC14kWf7f1N02hz04
https://mail.kindredsquared.org.uk/e3t/Ctc/OT+113/djrvYh04/VV_fbr7p3rDDW6Mw82B2nwQJ6W48Yhp75GSP8XMrH-SW3lYM-W7lCdLW6lZ3mxW1BhBYs3t65pRW770V5L4XTBk4Vy0gXD5WNcmPW1wKpRR6RLXc7W6V3c4m18Yc6jVcsDcz3W3PJ9W52Svnf1_d2hCW3y_vwC3ls-wrW74ZRcb56xQMlW2g0R9S7qRKd9N8sgRKcF9HfZW2GqCW42SJz45W53hKBs6TztP2W7yYq5J5w21j6V6JqZZ2YV2X7W2fQ32g3HT5j2W6BzDYx7nncPVW9gw97d4XCNK4W6n4_RB2q9gHsW1_mHCf1x8v7ZW3ltKHK6_PDkhW3ncS973T3g5PW7-7QZ32p5SjqN9498nT2BT8pf5ly2Mj04


 
I would be delighted to arrange a time to meet with you and your team to talk more about the 
Family Hub offer, answer any questions, and explore how we can best work together (please 

email Eamonn O'Donnell   
EamonnO'Donnell@sthelens.gov.uk 

 
Thank you for your time, we look forward to supporting your setting. 

 

 

 

NEW SERVICES IN PARR  

 

 
 



 
0-5 Link Worker -Parr 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Parr Family Connector  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Everyone is invited to join our St Helens  
 'The Power of the Voice' Oracy Competition  

Frank Cottrell Boyce,  UK Children's Laureate 2024–2026  will be at St Helens Town Hall 
at 11am on Wednesday 21st January to award our St Helens young people who have 

used their voice to make a difference. 
Schools are required to carry out their own ‘Power of the Voice’ competition within 
their own settings concluding in either a 5 minute video or written piece that takes  5 

minutes to read aloud. 
Young people can choose from one of the following oracy categories:  

• Inspiring others  
• Advocating for change  
• Expressing creativity  

 

The oracy competition relates closely to "St. Helens 3 obsessions" a strategic initiative 
by Children and Young People Services, focused on key educational and social 

outcomes. 

The deadline for submission of your schools oracy entry is Monday 12th January 2026.  
Schools will each provide one winning oracy entry , (as judged by your setting) by 

clicking 'new chat' in Teams and typing in  
OracyCompetition@sthelens.gov.uk  

then just attach the file to the chat and send. This can be a video piece or a video, pdf or 
photo of the written piece.  

Please supply in the Teams chat your school name, child’s name, child’s age and oracy 
category, to receive your invitation.  

 
 

On Wednesday 21st January 2026 the young person with the winning entry from each 
setting is invited, along with an adult of their choice, to attend a celebration event at St 

Helens Town Hall and the opportunity to meet Frank Cottrell Boyce, who will be 
reading aloud some of the entries!  

Winning young people, parents, staff and Local authority 
representatives will all be in attendance to celebrate the oracy success of 

our young people   
and reward them with a special prize from Frank!  

  
  

OracyCompetition@sthelens.gov.uk - deadline for submission 
Monday 12th January 2026  

 

 

 

 

mailto:OracyCompetition@sthelens.gov.uk
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EYFS Stronger Practice Hub January 2026 Training  

 

 
Website:  Everton Nursery School and Family Centre | Nursery | Liverpool, UK 

 
Email:   SpHubNW@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk      to book places 

 

 

Please enjoy our Education and Learning Newsletter 
 

Education and Learning Weekly Newsletter 

 

 

PVI MS Teams Forum for private nurseries and childminders: Here 
Schools MS Teams Forum: Here 

 
EY Quality and Inclusion Team 

Atlas House 

PO Box 512 

ST HELENS 

WA10 9JX 

 

https://www.evertonnurseryschoolandfamilycentre.org/
mailto:SpHubNW@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk
https://sthelenscouncil.org.uk/cr/AQjQ3AIQ0ZqlBxiE8aK3AjCfw6pB_2tqxR9aTUB9yZ6tmHjKLHveWCU9Nu07dUc63JDe4B4
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3a296c4d2f7039446a9e0aa281bd40e55a%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=4f2a06e5-0991-4575-be27-b6cc16d97f34&tenantId=ef41c22b-1a60-4d86-a8bd-5d3a95f8abab
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3a2589ee5f1bd043fdbb67bec3cd7d3b1c%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=9e33e316-91dc-4469-94d4-36a4da88746a&tenantId=ef41c22b-1a60-4d86-a8bd-5d3a95f8abab

