
 

Information for Parents 

Special Educational Needs 

What is the local offer? 

Our local offer is information for parents/carers of children who have Special Educational 

Needs (SEN) or a disability, and all of those who support children with additional needs. The 

information outlines the support and provision they can expect to receive whilst attending 

this school. 

Parish C of E Primary 

All pupils in school receive quality first teaching. This means that a range of teaching and 

learning styles are used and that appropriate learning objectives are set for all children with 

a curriculum matched to their needs. 

What are Special Needs? 

At Parish CE Primary, all our children are special, but from time to time some children may 

need a little extra help either on a short term basis, or perhaps due to a more long-standing 

difficulty, which may have already been recognised before formal school begins. It may be 

that their needs lie somewhere between the two. Whatever the difficulties, whether 

emotional, physical or with an aspect of learning, the most successful way of dealing with 

them is to form close links between home and school. There are four different areas of SEN 

they include; communication and interaction, cognition and learning, emotional, social and 

behavioural development, including child mental health, sensory and/or physical. 

1. How will I know if my child needs extra help? 

At Parish the progress and attainment of all pupils is reviewed every term by the Senior 
Leadership Team at which time provision may be adjusted to meet identified needs. You 
would normally be informed about your child’s general progress and targets through 
Parents’ Evening and reports. 
If a child continues to have difficulty after intervention or has a high level of difficulty when 
they join us, they may be considered to have special educational needs (SEN) and placed on 
the SEN register. Parents will be informed of this. 
 



2. How accessible is our school? 

We have a disabled toilet with changing facilities and three downstairs classrooms. Our 

teaching and learning environment reflects the needs of all our children and reasonable 

adjustments are made where necessary. 

3. Who is the best person to talk about my child’s difficulties with learning/SEN 

If you have any concerns about your child please contact the class teacher, you don’t have 

to wait until  ‘a parents evening’. At Parish C of E Primary the class teacher has a termly 

meeting with the Special Educational Needs Co – coordinator (SENCo) Mrs Lawrenson to 

review the needs and progress of all the children. They also meet informally throughout the 

term. The class teachers will also feedback any concerns that a parent may have to the 

SENCo who is very happy to meet parents. 

The role of the SENCo), in collaboration with the head teacher and governing body, plays a 

key role in determining the strategic development of the SEN policy and provision in the 

school in order to raise the achievement of children with SEN. The SENCO takes day-to-day 

responsibility for the operation of the SEN policy and coordination of the provision made for 

individual children with SEN, working closely with staff, parents and carers, and other 

agencies. The SENCO also provides related professional guidance to colleagues with the aim 

of securing high quality teaching for children with SEN. 

The role of the Head teacher in terms of SEN is to assume the responsibility for the day-to-

day management of all aspects of the school’s work, including provision for children with 

special educational needs (SEN). The Head teacher should keep the governing body fully 

informed and also work closely the school’s SEN co-ordinator (SENCO) or SEN team. 

The Head teacher oversees monitoring and reviews of all the school policies, including the 

SEN policy. The Head teacher oversees all procedures used in the school, including those 

used by the SENCO. All maintained schools must publish their SEN policy. 

The level of support your child receives will depend on their needs. The SENCo offers 

meetings to all parents of children receiving additional support.  At this meeting we will 

discuss the support your child has received in the current terms and whether they will need 

continued support in the following terms. At Parish we have teaching assistants working 

within the class to support children. We also have a SENCo and ‘SEN’ (Special Educational 

Needs) Teaching assistants. The Class teachers and SENCo will review children’s progress 

and which children are in intervention groups, every half term against targets set. 

There is a graduated Special Needs system in place this is currently known as School Action 

– children accessing interventions and additional support, School Action Plus – children 

accessing additional support and external agency involvement. Due to the change in the SEN 

Code of practice both of these will now be known as SEN support. 



4. How will I know how the school will support my child? 

If your child is on the Special Educational Needs Register they will be given an IEP (Individual 

Education Programme). This will be reviewed by the teacher, adults working with your child, 

and your child every term and new targets set. You will also have the opportunity to discuss 

this with the class teacher during parents’ evenings and with the SENCo at any meetings. If 

you would like to discuss the targets at any other time we would be delighted to meet with 

you at a convenient time.  

The class teacher will be happy to talk to you about your child’s progress and any other 

issues as often as you both feel is necessary. If it is felt appropriate a home /school book is 

used. 

5. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

During the school day, work will be adapted by the teacher, so that it meets the individual 

needs of your child. Both the teacher and the teaching assistants support groups within the 

classroom. 

6. How will I know how my child is doing? 

At Parish we regular inform parents about progress and attainment. We do this through 

both parent evenings and reports. If we did have concerns regarding a child we would 

request a meeting with their parents to discuss it in further detail. 

We monitor a child’s progress through a number of means, we are continuously conducting 

teacher assessments, we measure levels before and after interventions, we complete half 

termly diagnostic assessments including reading and spelling levels. 

7. How will the school help me to support my child’s learning? 

We always encourage close links with the home and this is particularly important with 

children with special needs. There are so many ways in which we can work together to 

ensure children make maximum progress. Your child’s class teacher is always there to talk to 

and we would like to encourage you to have a word with the Special Needs Co-ordinator 

(SENCO), Lawrenson, if you are worried about anything.  

The new SEN act prioritises the views and involvement of the child; however, here at Parish 

this is nothing new we ensure that the children are central to their learning. We ensure that 

we involve the children focusing on their views and opinions. 

8.  What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being? 

At Parish, a child’s wellbeing is supported at different levels and in many ways. At a whole 

school level we have a school Charter of behaviour, which looks at the Rights and 

Responsibilities of the children in our school. Each class has their class rules. We follow our 



School Values and Mission Statement . We focus on new value each half term and 

celebration of values shown take place at assemblies and by hanging our names on leaves 

on our Values Tree. 

We also have a Pastoral Manger and a Counsellor to support those children with more 

specific social and emotional needs. 

When a child has medical needs we put together a Health Care plan together with the 

parent, school nurse, to ensure the child is safe and that staff are aware of the child’s 

specific needs. When this meeting is held we would also look at any staff training that may 

be needed. 

9. What happens if my child has a high level of need? 

As part of our support for all children in school we have regular opportunities to consult 
with support services and health agencies through a multi-agency approach. 
This ensures that children are receiving the correct level of support and enables school to 

receive advice and guidance from specialist professionals. 

10. What specialist services and expertise are available at this school? 

Parent Partnership 

Speech Therapist 

Occupational Therapist 

Physiotherapist 

Pastoral Manager 

Social Services 

Behaviour Improvement Team 

Educational Psychologist 

Integrated services 

School Nurse 

These are the main specialist we work with, but we are also sign posted to others by them. 

11. Are the staff who support children with SEND in this school provided with appropriate 

training? 

Staff training needs are assessed regularly. Recently staff have attended training to support 

children by keeping them safe, first aid, Autism, maths support, phonics and training by the 

Speech Therapists to deliver a language intervention. We have also had specialist support 



workers to work alongside Teaching Assistants to train and support them in the work they 

do with specific children. 

12. How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom, including school 

trips? 

All school trips require a Risk assessment. For children with significant needs they may 

require an individual Risk assessment involving parents to ensure that they are able to take 

part in the trip successfully. We provide funding for teaching assistants to accompany 

children with specific needs to attend after school clubs to ensure all our out of hours 

activities are inclusive. 


